524 fearful famine on board the minion. [SirJpSgw^
set sail; and having a great number of men and little victuals, our hope of life waxed less and less. Some desired to yield to the Spaniards. Some rather desired to obtain a place^ where they might give themselves to the infidels [Indians]* And some hath rather abide with a little pittance, the mercy of GOD at sea.
So thus, with many sorrowful heartss we wandered in an unknown sea, by the space of fourteen days, till hunger enforced us to seek the land. For hides were thought very good meat; rats, cats, mice, and dogs, none escaped that might be got. Parrots and monkeys that were had in great price [were great pets] were thought there very profitable if they served the turn of one dinner.
Thus, in the end, the 8th day of October, we came to the land, in the bottom [or rather, at the east] of the Bay of Mexico in 33^-° N. lat., where we hoped to have found inhabitants of the Spaniards, relief of victuals, and place for the repair of our ship: which was so sore beaten with shot from our enemies, and bruised with [the] shooting of our own ordnance; that our weary and weak arms were scarce able to defend and keep out the water. [They would have found all the three things they needed, had they struck the coast ten leagues to the westward, where Tampico was situated, at the mouth of the Panuco; see p. 274 J
But all things happened to the contrary, for we found neither people, victuals, nor haven of relief; but a place, where, having fair weather, we might, with some peril, land a boat.
Our people being forced with hunger, desired to be set a land; whereunto I concluded. And such as were willing to land, I put them apart | and such as were desirous to go homewards, I put apart. So that they were indifferently parted ; a hundred [the exact number landed was 112, seep. 275] of one side, and a hundred of the other side.
These hundred men we set a land, with all diligence, in this little place before said: which being landed, we determined there to refresh our water; and so, with our little remain of victuals, to take the sea.
The next day, having a land with me, fifty of our hundred men that remained, for the speedier preparing of our water

